arleston Research Institute

Above: Dayvia Laws, Dr. Mandy LaRue (Mentor), and Lindsay McDonald

Below: Daniela Riley, Kelly Page (CRI Executive Director), Jessica Trombetta-eSilva. Mentor
Dr. Amy Bradshaw (not pictured)




2012 Ralph H. Johnson VAMC Student Research Awards

Charleston Research Institute sponsored 1% and 2™ place awards for poster and oral
presentations at this year’s Perry V. Halushka Student Research Day on November 2,

2012. Winners received a framed award certificate, check for $500 for 1% place or $200 for 2™
place, big check, and their names will be engraved on a perpetual plaque housed at CRI
headquarters at 176 Ashley Avenue.

Thirty-six (36) students from Undergraduate to 3+ years Post Doc level were eligible to compete
for Ralph H. Johnson VAMC Student Research Awards. Qualifications included having a VA
mentor, presenting an abstract based on a VA R&D Committee approved research study, and
acknowledging Charleston VAMC in the presentation.

2012 CRI Judges were Drs. Rick Klein, Mandy LaRue, Amy Bradshaw, Paul McDermott,
Meenal Mehrotra, Michael Janech, Sebastiano Gattoni-Celli, Kathryn Van Kirk, Ben Neely, and
Adam Soloff.

The 2012 Ralph H. Johnson VAMC Student Research Award winners are:

Poster Presentations

1st Place: Dayvia Laws

Mentor: Dr. Amanda LaRue

Title: "Circulating Fibroblast Precursors and Their Role in Metastic Sarcoma”
Level: Clinical-Professional-Masters Basic/ Clinical Science

2nd Place: Daniela Riley

Mentor: Dr. Amy Bradshaw

Title: "SPARC as a Regulator of Transglutaminase Activity”
Level: Undergraduate Basic/ Clinical Science

Oral Presentations:

1st Place: Lindsay McDonald

Mentor: Dr. Amanda LaRue

Title: "The Role of Hematopoietic Stem Cell-Derived Carcinoma-Associated Fibroblasts in
Tumor Progression”

Level: PhD Years 3+

2nd Place: Jessica Trombetta-eSilva

Mentor: Dr. Amy Bradshaw

Title: "SPARC As a Regulator of Transglutaminase Activity and Specificity in the Periodontal
Ligament"

Level: PhD Years 3+



