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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 4, 2015 

MYRTLE BEACH STAND DOWN FOR HOMELESSNESS EVENT 

Myrtle Beach, SC – On September 18, the Ralph H. Johnson VA Medical Center and its Myrtle 
Beach VA Outpatient Clinic, in partnership with AARP South Carolina and the Veteran’s Welcome 
Home and Resource Center, will host the 2nd annual Myrtle Beach Stand Down for Homelessness event 
from 8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at the U.S. Army Reserve Building, 3392 Phillis Blvd.  

Participants are offered two hot meals, haircuts, showers, clothing, personal items and 
opportunities for a variety of health screenings. Representatives from more than 40 Social Service 
agencies will be available to provide information and outreach on a variety of services including housing 
options, job resources, substance abuse treatment, and access to Social Security and VA services. Last 
year, Myrtle Beach Stand Down for Homelessness provided services to more than 200 homeless 
Veterans and others seeking help along the Grand Strand. 

 
The goal of the event is to reach individuals in crisis and connect them with programs and 

services that will end their homelessness. Stand Down is intended to serve homeless Veterans and those 
Veterans at risk of losing their homes. There is no cost to attend this event. 

 
The Department of Veterans Affairs is the only Federal agency that provides substantial hands-

on assistance directly to homeless persons. With more than 150,000 homeless Veterans in the United 
States on any given night, that mission is considered essential for VA as they strive to eliminate 
homelessness among those who have served our nation. 

 
Each year area non-profits and volunteers donate goods and come out to support the event and 

ensure its success in connecting Veterans with the services they need. In addition to the Ralph H. 
Johnson VAMC, AARP South Carolina and Veteran’s Welcome Home and Resource Center, the 
following community partners are essential to providing all the resources available to Veterans at Stand 
Down: Combat Veterans Association, Military Officers Association of America, and Horry Georgetown 
Technical College.       
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ABOUT THE RALPH H. JOHNSON VA MEDICAL CENTER: 

Located in historic downtown Charleston, SC, the Ralph H. Johnson VA Medical Center is a tertiary 
care teaching hospital providing the highest level quality care from cardiology to neurology to primary 
and mental health care for more than 63,000 Veterans along the South Carolina and Georgia coast. 
The Ralph H. Johnson VA is rated a 5-Star medical center, the highest possible rating according to 
VA’s Strategic Analytics for Improvement and Learning Value (SAIL) model, and is the sixth fastest 
growing VA in the U.S. for percentage patient growth.  This rating, which ranks the Charleston VA in 
the top 10 percent of VA medical centers nationwide for quality of care and efficiency, was first 
achieved by the Charleston VA in October 2014.  The Charleston VA is also ranked in the top 10th 
percentile according to the Healthcare Effectiveness Data and Information Set (HEDIS) and ORYX.  
HEDIS and ORYX are independent reviews that measure performance of 90 percent of America’s 
health plans and facilities in both the public and private sector on dimensions of care and service. The 
Ralph H. Johnson VA Medical Center is a center of excellence for robotic surgery and orthopedics, 
and is a recognized leader in Tele-Mental Health providing care for Veterans throughout the 
Southeast. The 149 bed hospital includes six community based outpatient clinics, a 20 bed nursing 
home, women’s health, and the full range of inpatient and outpatient care including Medical and 
Surgical Intensive Care.  The VAMC provides more than 700,000 outpatient visits and approximately 
4,300 inpatient stays annually.  The VAMC has an annual budget of $359 million, research funding of 
more than $20 million, and more than 100 principle investigators participating in approximately 300 
research studies.  For more information visit www.charleston.va.gov. 

 
ABOUT AARP SOUTH CAROLINA: 
  
AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, with a membership of nearly 38 million, that helps 
people turn their goals and dreams into real possibilities, strengthens communities and fights for the 
issues that matter most to families such as health care, employment and income security, retirement 
planning, affordable utilities and protection from financial abuse. 
 
AARP South Carolina represents more than 570,000 members in our state. Our volunteers advocate 
for the 50+ citizens of our state on issues ranging from fairness in utility rates, caregiving, financial 
resiliency, senior hunger and services for vulnerable adults.  For additional information, 
www.aarp.org/sc.  
 
ABOUT THE VETERAN’S WELCOME HOME AND RESOURCE CENTER: 
 
This Veteran’s Welcome Home and Resource Center is a non-profit organization, incorporated in 
South Carolina, which was established for the sole purpose of providing Veterans with much needed 
assistance in learning about and applying for benefits due to each individual Veteran.  
 
The Veteran’s Welcome Home and Resource Center’s mission is to tap into every resource available 
to help Veterans transition back into civilian life. This includes helping with Veteran benefits, job 
service, counseling, and any other assistance they may require. The center also endeavors to educate 
the public on the unique problems our Veterans may face in their daily lives.  
 
The center was founded by Veterans and others who support Veterans and their rights and currently 
staffed solely by volunteers. A Board of Directors exists to oversee the operations of the center, as 
well as the services provided.  For additional information, please visit the organization’s website at 
www.veteranswelcomehomeandresourcecenter.org. 
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